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Debt: Ya Basta! 


CELEBRITIES THE WORLD OVER ARE LAUNCHING 
AN E-MAIL ACTION DIRECTED AT CHIRAC, BLAIR 
AND CLINTON 


International celebrities, as well as millions of 
sympathisers of the J ubilee 2000 campaign world- 
wide, are launching an e-mail action directed at 
President Chirac, Prime Minister Blair and 
President Clinton, as well as the world leaders this 
week, to demand cancellation of the debt of the 
poorest countries. 


Bono, Youssou N'Dour, Tom York of Radiohead, All 
Saints, Ryuchi Sakamoto of Japan, and the Italian 
star Jovanotti will put an e-mail on their Internet 
websites so that fans can pass the message on to 
other internauts all over the world. 


The e-mail action, by which messages can be sent 
directly to international leaders, can also be 
accessed on: www.dropthedebt.org , the world 
website of the supporters of the campaign against 
debt. This action was launched at the alternative 
summit, "Another World is Possible", held in 
Geneva on June 24. 





The celebrities are going to attempt to break a 
world record: Jubilee 2000 needs only 5 million e- 
mail petitions to beat the present record of 22 
million by the next meeting of G7 heads of state, 
which will be held at Okinawa, Japan, on July 22 
and 23 2000. 


Despite promises, Chirac, Blair, Clinton and the 
other leaders, like the bureaucrats of the World 
Bank and the IMF, still have not cancelled the debt 
of the poorest countries. As things stand, 19000 
children die each day as a consequence of the 
debt. Africa repays $292 millions every week. 


Jubilee Japan Needs Support 


Jubilee Japan has requested to be heard by the 
ministers attending the G7 meeting in Okinawa. 
For the moment, none of the ministers has replied 
to this letter, the text of which which we give 
below. We ask you to contact your Finance 
Minister or Chancellor of the Exchequer if you live 
in a G7 member country, or the embassies of G7 
countries if you live in a different country, in 
support of their request. 


Please also express your support for Jubilee 2000 
Japan directly: jubilee@windfarm.co.jp 





Here is the text of the unanswered letter to G7 
finance ministers from J ubilee 2000 Japan : 


Dear Sirs 


Jubilee 2000 Fukukoa, which plays an active part 
in local civil society, welcomes you on the occasion 
of your coming visit on July 8 for a meeting of 
finance ministers. 


As you are already aware, in partnership with the 
international supporters of Jubilee 2000, we have 
campaigned here in Fukukoa for the cancellation 
of the debt of the poorest countries before the end 
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of the year. When you meet in our town, we urge 
you most insistently to persuade other leaders of 
the G8 to reach a more far-reaching and radical 
agreement on debt cancellation. We hope that at 
Okinawa the heads of state will abide by your 
decisions. We call on the G7 to cooperate in 
getting the World Bank and the IMF to cancel 
100% of debts of the poorest countries, in 
obtaining an immediate stop to the collection of 
payments on the debts of these countries, and in 
proposing a new, transparent process of credit 
and loans, to be set up at theheart of the 
international financial system. 


We shall be organizing a march on the occasion of 
your meeting in Fukukoa, which will give echo to 
the numerous voices of supporters the world over. 
We should like at that time to present you with 
letters and messages and also with flowers. 


This letter is a formal request from Jubilee 2000 
Fukukoa for an opportunity to meet briefly with 
you, and with your colleagues of the G7, to bid 
you welcome to our town, and present these 
messages and flowers in the name of our friends 
the world over. We await your reply, which will be 
in the affirmative, we hope, and we wish you an 
agreable stay in Japan. 


Yours truly, 

Junko Okuro, 

Yu Terashima, 
co-Presidents 

J ubilee 2000 Fukukoa 


Translations and re-writing for the Newsletter by 
Barbara Strauss newsletter@attac.org 





A Pound of Flesh 


DEBT CAMPAIGNERS DELIVER MEATY MESSAGE 
TO GORDON BROWN - July 6 


What: Jubilee 2000 "Stop taking the money" 
demonstration outside the Treasury 

When: Thursday 6 July, 12.30pm 

Where: Parliament Square/Whitehall, SW1 


Hoards of Jubilee 2000 supporters including 
prominent clergy will descend on Whitehall on 6 
July to present a "pound of flesh" to UK Chancellor 
Gordon Brown as he leaves for Japan to attend a 
third world debt meeting with other Group of Eight 
(G8) finance ministers. 


Despite promises made by the UK government 
and other G8 nations to cancel 100% of the debts 


of the poorest countries, £40 million each day is 
still transferred in debt repayments to rich 
countries. These debts are paid in human lives, 
with 19,000 children dying a day as a result of the 
debt crisis. 


Campaigners from around Britain will form a 
human chain outside the Treasury to tell Gordon 
Brown to "stop taking the money" from the 
poorest countries in the world. The Treasury 
collected £57 million last year from countries like 
Zambia, Nigeria and flood stricken Madagascar, 
where the money is desperately needed for 
health, clean water, education and infrastructure. 


Ann Pettifor, Director of Jubilee 2000 said: "The 
debt crisis is an emergency that can't wait. We're 
asking Gordon Brown to take an international lead 
and stop collecting money from countries which 
cannot afford to pay. This blood money should be 
used to cut poverty and save lives, not added to 
the overflowing coffers of the UK Treasury." 


The Chancellor will be meeting other Finance 
Ministers from the Group of Eight richest nations 
(G8) in Japan on July 8 to prepare statements on 
debt cancellation for the G8 leaders, including 
Tony Blair, at their summit in Okinawa on July 21 
- 23. Jubilee 2000 is is calling for the G8 at 
Okinawa to make up for a year of inaction and 
unfulfilled promises and finally cancel the debts of 
the poorest countries. 


For more information, contact Sarah Finch 020 
7739 1000 ext 229, or Lucy Matthew 07970 175 
324. 


Notes for Editors: 


1. The G8 promised to cancel $100 billion of the 
debts of the poorest countries one year ago at the 
Cologne Summit. Since then, not one country has 
received debt cancellation. 


2. At Okinawa, J ubilee 2000 are calling for the G8 
to cancel 100% of the debts of the poorest 
countries (including those owed by the IMF and 
World Bank); and for creditors to immediately 
stop taking repayments from these countries, and 
ringfence this money for poverty reduction. 


3. Live Aid raised $200 million for Africa. Africa 
payS more than this each week in debt 
repayments ($292 million). 


Myriam Horngren 
Jubilee 2000 Coalition 
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Stop the Chiapas War 


The global power hasn't found yet a weapon to 
destroy the dreams. While that's not achieved 
we'll continue dreaming, we'll continue winning. 


Summer 1996. 

In the Lacadona forest, 300 representatives of so 
many other struggles come in response to a call 
from the zapatists. It was the International 
Encounter for Humanity and against Neo- 
liberalism. 


Those misprized and marginalised indigenous are 
telling us the way Global unification of the social 
movements, common aims, worldwide solidarity. 
The theme: "For a world where all worlds will fit". 

Surveyed by the Mexican army and_ the 
paramilitaries, the hooded Mayas worry about the 
future of the planet. 


Today they require our urgent solidarity. The news 
from Mexico are alarming. A new military 
offensive is being prepared with an obvious 
objective: the Zapatist command. There are 
thousands of excuses to justify the military 
presence, but the single reason for it is the 
elimination of this disturbing zapatists. Other than 
the militaries, the Preventive Federal Police has 
also been sent to the Chiapas region - this police 
force is well known for it's intervention in the 
conflict with the UNAM students. Their excuse to 
be there is to extinguish the fires in the area. 


The Chiapas contains the main freshwater reserve 
of the all country, natural and_ agricultural 
biodiversity, the main tropical forest of Mexico, 
and a huge variety of indigenous and rural 
cultures closely connected to the utilisation of 
these biological resources. The Chiapas also has 
new and important reserves of oil, uranium, iron, 
aluminium, copper, amber, etc. 


More than a million indigenous suffer the worst 
misery conditions in Mexico. That is also the case 
at the Lacandona forest, the area to where 
hundreds of thousands of indigenous move. This 
movement is forced, since they can find no usable 
land in the extremely poor region of "Los Altos", 
nor definitive jobs in the dynamic regions that are 
continuously being opened and closed by the 
chaotic wild "progress" of that is taking place in 
the area (such as the Soconusco case, the oil 
region of the North, or the construction of 
hydroelectric dams in the Grijalva river). 


The most recent technological changes, genetic or 
materials engineering, geographical information 
systems, the unbalanced environmental changes, 
the growing desertification, the genetic erosion of 
agricultural species, the extinction of wild species, 
or the contamination of water from rivers and 
subterraneous' reserves, all enhance the 
importance of the natural resources from this 
region. 


It is not by chance that the powerful money- 
owners are organising the privatisation of these 
valuable resources in all countries, selling at lower 
prices the concession of minerals, gas, oil, water, 
electricity, railways, etc. In peripheral countries 
such as Mexico, these concessions come hand in 
hand with the deliver of these resources to 
foreigner companies. 


To the people living in such regions, this process 
means a danger of expulsion that may come 
under multiple forms: introduction of agricultural 
technologies that make the peasants dependent 
and vulnerable regarding the _ international 
companies; end of governmental services and 
financial support programs; reinforcement of 
conditions stimulating migration; reformulation or 
end of laws that protect communal land property; 
stimulation of violent conflicts between different 
ethnic groups; cancellation of juridical rights; and 
end of political channels allowing the social 
organisation and political negotiation. 


When, in spite of all this, the communities resist, 
then forced expulsion takes place through the 
police, military or paramilitary forces. Examples of 
indigenous or peasant communities living in 
resource rich areas and facing expulsion can be 
found in all regions of the world. The interest that 
the big money owners have in the indigenous land 
of the Chiapas it’s only an example of the war the 
neo-liberalism is taking against humanity. 


The militarization process that is actually taking 
place in the Chiapas corresponds to the neo-liberal 
logic of expulsing the major part of the peasants 
from those areas. With the arrival of 500 
Preventive Federal Police members, which add to 
the different paramilitary and police groups 
already present in that state, the violence 
increases in a context of low intensity war. 


STOP THE CHIAPAS WAR 

The surprising Chiapas indigenous raise in J] anuary 
1994 allowed thousands of people from all over 
the world to be aware of the poverty, exclusion 
and racism conditions that dominate the region 
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before these complex processes finally destroy the 
life and culture of these people. 


The Mexican government has been making a huge 
effort to present the public opinion with the image 
of a conflict resulting from terrorism whose sole 
aim is to destabilise the country. However, the 
conspicuous poverty and marginalization of these 
and other people in Mexico brought them to the 
attention of the public, awakening in a significant 
part of the population an understanding for the 
justice of this struggle. Moreover, the huge 
mobilisation and pressure from the civil society 
against the war, and the will from the EZLN 
(national liberation zapatist army) to start a true 
peace negotiation, with justice and dignity, has 
forced the federal government to sit with the 
rebels in two occasions (1994 and 1995). 


The Mexican state is now making a move on two 
fronts: on one hand, it intends to impose 
Francisco Labastida, the new war-lord from the 
PRI (the Institutional Revolutionary Party, which 
has been in power for 70 years). On the other 
hand, all is ready for a big-scale police and 
military action against the EZLN. A promise was 
made to the PRI candidate that he wouldn’t inherit 
the Chiapas conflict. For this reason the plans are 
to send a definite offensive that should take place 
after the elections on the 2 July, and before the 
new president takes over. 


WE ARE READY. We know this attack is going to 
happen at any moment Let them not take us by 
surprise, let them meet the resistance from the 
global civil society. Let us not wait for it to happen 
to get organised - let’s do it now. 


WE DEMAND FROM THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT: 
- The demilitarisation of the Chiapas 
-The disarming and dissolution of the paramilitary 
groups 

- Respect for the San Andres agreements 
-The return of the war refugees to their original 
area 

- Freedom for the political prisoners 
-The elimination of restriction to the presence of 
international Human Rights observers 


Martin Subira 
ATTAC Catalufna (Spain) catalunya@attac.org 





More information about Chiapas: 
http: //home.worldnet.fr/ngoc- 
mai/Front% 20zapatiste.htm 
http: //zapata.com/yabasta.html 











Translation, Rita Covas, volunteer translator 
coorditrad@attac.org 





Currency Transaction Tax in Brussels 


On June 28, 2000 an extraordinary event occurred 
at the European Parliament building in Brussels. 


About 100 people attended the First Inter- 
Parliamentary Meeting on Tobin-type taxes. Tobin- 
type taxes on foreign currency speculation were 
first proposed by the Nobel Prize winning 
economist James Tobin in 1972, following some 
earlier suggestions by John Maynard Keynes in 
1936. As a result of major currency crises about 
every 19 months throughout the 1990s, some 
people began to reconsider and reformulate some 
of Tobin's ideas. 


The people assembled in Brussels came to listen 
to and engage in discussions with 22 Members of 
the European Parliament (M.E.P.s) from parties in 
12 of the 15 member countries of the European 
Union, 14 M.P.s from parties in 8 countries and 8 
people from non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs). It is, to say the least, impressive to 
address an audience for which every sentence one 
utters is being simultaneously translated into 
eleven languages. 


The Canadian connection to this movement began 
around the G-7 meeting held in Halifax in 1995. A 
small group calling themselves the Halifax 
Initiative appealed to our Finance Minister Paul 
Martin to ask the seven countries to undertake an 
investigation of Tobin-type taxes. The issue was 
raised and rapidly dismissed as impractical. Mr 
Martin reminded Robin Round, a driving force in 
the Halifax group, that there was after all no 
national constituency behind the idea. So, Robin's 
group and activists in NGOs like the Ecumenical 
Coalition for Economic Justice, Results Canada, 
the Council of Canadians, some labour unions and 
others (the usual suspects) proceeded to build a 
national constituency. After strenuous lobbying, 
on March 23, 1999 in a vote of 164 to 83, the 
Canadian House of Commons passed a resolution 
brought forward by NDP Member Lorne Nystrom 
calling for Canada to join with other countries in 
high-level investigations of the feasibility of Tobin- 
type taxes. The resolution was supported by the 
Liberals and NDP, and opposed by the Reform 
Party, Progressive Conservatives and the Bloc 
Quebecois. One Bloc Member, Stephan Tremblay, 
who supported the resolution, was the lone 
Canadian MP speaking at the Brussels meeting. 
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Nystrom's motion was the first of its type passed 
by any parliamentary body in the world. Activists 
in other countries have been as vigilant as 
Canadians, with varying levels of success. 


In France, for example, in 1998 a group called the 
Association pour une Taxation des Transactions 
financieres pour l'Aide aux Citoyens (Association 
for the Taxation of financial Transactions for the 
Aid of Citizens - ATTAC) was formed in Paris, 
which today has over 100,000 members in over 
100 French cities as well as chapters in Argentina, 
Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Greece, Ireland, Italy, 
Morocco, Netherlands, Quebec, Senegal, Spain, 
Switzerland and Tunisia. As a result of members 
of ATTAC chapters making common cause with 
like-minded groups in other countries (e.g., War 
on Want in the UK, SOLIDAR and Caritas 
Internationalis in Europe and elsewhere, the Tobin 
Tax Initiative in the USA), resolutions patterned 
after Nystrom's were brought forward in Finland, 
Brazil, Belgium, France, the USA and _ the 
European Union. 


In January 2000 a Nystrom-type resolution had 
the support of 200 M.E.P.s but fell short of 
passage by only 6 votes. Following that close call, 
supporters of the resolution decided to bring 
together proponents from around the world in 
order to further develop and strengthen their 
position for a revised resolution to be considered 
this fall. 


A Founding Charter was crafted for the Intergroup 
(of M.E.P.s) on Capital Tax, Fiscal Systems and 
Globalization, co-chaired by Harlem Desir from 
France and Glyn Ford from the UK. Among other 
things, the Intergroup is calling for a series of 
hearings in the European Parliament on Tobin- 
type taxes, seminars with M.P.s and NGOs of 
nations in the North and South, and international 
initiatives in the G-7, G-20, IMF and United 
Nations. Four hundred parliamentarians from 
around the world have signed a_ supporting 
petition, and the aim is to obtain at least 1000. 


It is perhaps surprising that such extensive and 
sustained efforts must be made in order to get so- 
called democratic governments to respond to 
citizen requests merely for serious investigations 
of an idea. 


No doubt part of the problem is simply the result 
of governments having crowded agendas. But it is 
also the case that we live in a world in which 
relatively few wealthy people and their corporate 
financial agents have influence on governmental 


agendas that is disproportionate to their numbers, 
and Tobin-type taxes pose a threat to their 
hegemony. 


Such taxes clearly represent a vehicle by which 
other members of civil society can re-assert their 
right to control their financial and, therefore, their 
political future. More precisely, in the form of a 
two-tier tax levied at the point at which wholesale 
foreign exchange transactions are settled and 
payments made, such taxes promise two 
important benefits. First, a basic low rate tax of, 
say, .02% (2 basis points) on all payments would 
provide a steady flow of revenue from the global 
market to fund issues of concern to the global 
community like the elimination of poverty, 
homelessness, disease and environmental 
degradation, and the provision of education, food, 
shelter and hope. Second, a high surcharge tax 
rate perhaps as high as 100% on payments 
(effectively a windfall profits tax on capital) 
outside a predetermined band of normal exchange 
would allow governments to combat currency 
speculators by taxing them instead of by raising 
interest rates causing recessions and 
unemployment, or by exhausting foreign currency 
reserves. In the light of such promises, it is 
understandable that Tobin-type taxes have 
attracted and will continue to attract so much 
attention by so many people at this particular 
point in history. 


Nobody is claiming that such taxes will solve all 
the problems currently troubling financial markets, 
but we do believe they will form part of a 
reasonable reformation of the world's financial 
architecture. 


Alex C. Michalos, Ph.D. F.R.S.C. 
Professor and Chair of Political Science 
University of Northern British Columbia 


Support Public Services 


It is happening right now in Brazil but could very 
well be tomorrow on our doorstep. The WTO and 
the Committee 133 of the European Commission 
are working for a “brave new world” where we all 
be customers and where services will be buyer- 
driven. A pound of pee or a pound of education 
could be very well on sale laid out on a 
supermarket shelves either in the mall down the 
block or in the next website you'll visit. 


If you have testimonies and/or struggles to 
present on the dismantling of public services in 
your country and/or region, the _ so-called 


ps 


attac 


liberalization of public goods, the sell-out of social 
services to transnational corporations, do not 
hesitate to send your article to 
newsletter@attac.org for publication. 





THE STATE UNIVERSITIES OF PARANA ARE ALL 
ON STRIKE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT THAT IS 
WORKING TO DISMANTLE THE PUBLIC SUPERIOR 
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. 


Over the last years Parana’s government, (Brazil), 
personally the Governor J aime Lerner as the one, 
has transformed the public services into private 
territories. 


From agricultural policy (see MST/Pr) to the 
privatization of the telephone company (telepar) 
and the state roads, Lerner has come more 
ferociously to the public Universities now. 


The Superior Teaching Institution (STI), 
historically a public cultural patrimony of the 
state, has been on strike since last 31st Its 
workers are struggling in the attempt of getting 
their salaries recuperated and a better working 
condition as well. 


Over the last five years the state public servers 
have lost around 40% of their salaries and, 
currently, they’re all trying to get back 41,14% of 
losses. Their fight goes farther against the 
dismantling of the state Universities including 11 
colleges around the state of Parana. 


What is Jaime Lerner’s attitude toward it? Is he 
aware of that? 


Of course he is, but he ignores it completely, 
preferring to follow the *President’s track He is 
trying to get a promotion of himself in and out of 
the country as fashionable one. While he 


establishes some commitment with multinational 
companies he simply goes against the public 
patrimonies of superior educational system. 


As the president FERNANDO HENRIQUE CARDOSO 
(*president of Brazil) has done before, the 
Governor of Parana has undergone and resigned 
under the wills of IMF ( International Monetary 
Fund) and he trades state citizen’ lives and future. 


Lerner even accepts to sit down with the 
representatives of the institutions to try to come 
to an agreement; he makes himself be 
represented by his secretary of technology 
(Ramiro) who again makes himself be represented 
by another sub secretary with no power at all. 
Actually it is disrespect over the human rights. 


This fight is surely fair not only for the current 
care in the maintenance of the public educational 
system but also for the care of its future as it is 
the citizen’s cultural and scientific patrimony. 


We are all begging for your support to our 
struggling. As human beings it has a lot to do with 
you, for the Governors go by, but the country and 
its people remain going their way. 


Send your e-mail to the Secretary of Science and 
Technology of Parana and the State Governor with 
a copy to us giving your support to our FIGHT - 
PLEASE SEND THIS MESSAGE TO AS MANY 
PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE. YOU’LL BE HELPING US A 
LOT 


THANK YOU A MILLION 
write to 


ramirow@seti.gov.br 
apoio- uem@onda.com.br 








